
MINERA NEWS JULY 2020 

Minera Community  Council  (MCC) has recently sent letters of appreciation to Coedpoeth 

Community Council (CCC) and Wrexham CBC (WCBC) Environmental Department. 

 

The two CCC male employees based at the Parish Hall, as well as the Clerk and Community Agent, 

have gone beyond the call of duty in co-ordinating the distribution of food to the vulnerable people 

in the Minera Ward as well as in their own communities. Assisted by approximately fifty volunteers 

from local villages, it has been a great success. In addition, volunteers have run errands for the 

elderly and catered for their needs whenever possible. They are all commended for their selfless 

efforts. 

The Environmental Department of WCBC has been thanked for its efforts in dealing with issues 

during this difficult period, in particular the refuse collectors who risk their own health daily.  They 

are currently understaffed and are finding it difficult to adhere to their routine. Only recently there 

was disruption to the collection in Gwynfryn due to a driver becoming ill. Residents are requested to 

be patient with WCBC employees under the circumstances. 

Under the Service Level Agreement (SLA) MCC is responsible for financing the maintenance of 

Minera and Gwynfryn  playgrounds.  The work is generally carried out by WCBC’s parks department 

who also carry out safety inspections on behalf of MCC. Not included in the agreement is the 

collection of litter and bins being emptied.  Cllr D Kelly has now had the emptying of bins in the play 

areas included in the street collections. Users of the playground are requested to deposit litter in the 

bins provided.  Also, in the interest of health and safety of children, please ensure no dog fouling 

takes place within the grassed area. 

MCC has now completed the changeover to LED street lightning in the five villages of the Minera 

Ward.  An interest free loan was acquired to carry out the work. It is anticipated that savings on 

electricity and maintenance will offset the costs of the new equipment. 

Due to there not being power on the bend between Penynant flats and Berwig Crossing,  MCC has 

trialled a sensor lamp. Unfortunately it doesn't illuminate the area satisfactorily and so we are 

considering installing a larger light similar to one used in Penycae. 

 

Keep Wales Tidy (KPT) operate a Local Places for Nature scheme.  The landowner of the area around 

the quarry, Mr Andrew Graham, has very kindly agreed to advise MCC where would be the most 

suitable location to have a Local Places for Nature butterfly garden. All materials and labour will be 

provided by KWT. 

 

The bus shelter library facility in Gwynfryn continues to do very well. Please could we remind users 

to practice suitable hygiene protocols at all times when making use of this excellent community 

asset. 

The problem of dog fouling and dumping of waste materials on the Cinder Path (footpath No 6) at 

the rear of the council houses in Minera is causing great nuisance to walkers and residents. The path 

is a designated disabled link path. Recently an old cooker was dumped on the access as well as a 

green bin full of dog excrement. The MCC chair contacted Streetscene and the area was cleared the 

following day with the exception of the bin which required a special vehicle to remove it due to the 

weight. MCC would like to thank Streetscene for immediately responding to deal with the problem. 



Action is being considered to resolve this anti-social behaviour, including liaison with North Wales 

Police.  Anyone caught offending will be liable to prosecution. 

A resident on the B5430 Old Road has expressed concerns to the local authority in relation to traffic 

speeding near his home. MCC has had numerous meetings in relation to the issue over the  years but 

has not had an opportunity to forward any suggestions in recent months due to the Coronavirus 

lockdown. MCC has now purchased a camera and intends to monitor traffic speeds. Anyone wishing 

to take part is welcome to join us, subject to training by the police traffic officer. Please contact the 

Clerk if you are interested. 

Footpath No 13 (Llwybr Cul) which crosses from Ffordd Newydd, Ffordd Uchaf, Bryn Madoc to 

Ffordd yr Ysgol has recently been strimmed. Walkers are urged to use this right of way to keep it 

accessible. 

A leak on Berwig Hill has been reported to the water board. 

The Parks Department has stated that the toddler play areas in the ward are to remain closed until 

health and  safety notices have been erected by WCBC staff. It is anticipated that the parks will open 

soon. 

It has been suggested that the Wicksteed Play Equipment company inspects the rocking horse in 

Gwynfryn playground to ascertain if it is possible to repair it at a reasonable cost. The head has been 

taken by someone unknown and will be expensive to replace. There are also areas of rust which 

require attention.  MCC intends to renew or replace some of the equipment in the park when 

circumstances allow. 

Minera Playground has already benefitted from an exceptional amount of funding recently, primarily 

from the insurance claim following the arson attack a few years ago. MCC has also contributed to 

the overall renovation cost from dedicated funds. 

A Minera resident has brought to the attention of numerous persons the condition of the old mining 

wheel supports at the Minera Lead mines. As a result, an engineer is to inspect the timber and take 

appropriate action if considered necessary. 

Numerous calls have been made to MCC by concerned residents in relation to travellers setting up 

camp on the A525 not far from the former Moors Inn. The Chair visited the area and ascertained 

that they are sited within Denbighshire. 

Four prospective councillors have been interviewed and been successful in their applications to 

become members of MCC. They are, Alison Roberts (Gors, Gwynfryn) Ian Messiter (Allt y Pentref, 

Gwynfryn) Helen Eustace (Cae Glas Lane Minera) and Will Ollerhead (New Brighton). Contact details 

will be displayed on notice boards. 

All interviews were carried out using the virtual meeting facility Zoom. MCC conducts all of its 

meetings in this manner at the current time due to Covid-19. 

Guidelines are under constant review, but it is hoped that the Senedd will follow England's lead and 

reopen shops, since the proximity of open shops in Chester are causing significant traffic into 

England from Wrexham. 

Based on what is understood from parents' views, attendance levels around 50% are expected when 

the school reopens. The school governors meet on a virtual basis each Thursday in order to stay fully 

abreast of new requirements and directives relating to the reopening and management of schools 

during these unprecedented times. 



Hope House has sent a letter of thanks for a donation from MCC.  Nightingale House, Hope House, 

British Red Cross and Marie Curie have also all received donations, and have sent messages of 

thanks. Fundraising for all charities has been badly affected by the pandemic and donations are 

essential to maintain the excellent services they all provide. 

Minera ward now has its own dedicated Community Agent. Anyone in need of any help or advice is 

urged to contact her. Contact details can be found on all notice boards and on the MCC Website.  If 

anyone knows of anybody that could possibly benefit from this service, the Agent will be only too 

pleased to assist, subject to the client's approval. Confidentiality is guaranteed. 

The Clerk's annual appraisal was carried out by the MCC chair and vice chair. Mr David Hinchliffe has 

exceeded all expectations and in addition, liaised with the Coedpoeth clerk in ensuring the provision 

of assistance to those in need has been successful. It has been particularly difficult to deal with 

matters during lockdown, but the Clerk has completed his extra duties in an extremely professional 

manner. MCC wish to express publicly its gratitude for the way that he has steered them and liaised 

with the webmaster, Cllr John Rosier, who also has done an excellent job in keeping the public up to 

date with information and advice to a very high standard during the last few months. The Councillors 

wish to place on record their thanks for all that he has done. 

WCBC is currently having difficulty in organising school transport due to the uncertainty of when 

schools will be fully operational.  Currently the X51 service has been suspended due to the lack of 

passengers.  

 


