
MINERA NEWS APRIL 2020 

 

The chair advised Cllrs that both Cllr Selwyn Edwards and Cllr John Savin have resigned from Minera 
Community Council  (MCC) on personal grounds.  This is in addition to the resignation of Cllr Graham 
Nelmes who retired earlier in the year . The council wish to place on record their grateful 
appreciation of all the sterling work they have done during their time as councillors. Even though 
there are a number of people interested in joing MCC, the clerk is unable to proceed with 
recruitment due to the current crisis.  

Following a meeting with the play company in relation to remedial  action being required following 
the installation of the new play equipment in Minera, it was reported that agreement had been 
reached. It is intended to complete the work during the  finer weather.  In the interim it was agreed 
that 90% of the invoice would be paid and the remaining 10% on completion of the work. The clerk 
has sent the the safety inspectors report to Wrexham CBC (WCBC) parks department.  

Chairman of the lighting committee Cllr W Blaze reported on the current status of the project to 
change the streetlights to LED. There are 12 units outstanding to complete the project. Those have 
been delayed due to the need for Scottish Power to readjust and connect safety cutouts. Both MEGA 
and SP have closed down until the lockdown has been lifted.  The clerk has confirmed that the latest 
inventory has been sent to the Power supply company and he is monitoring the monthly bills to 
ensure that energy charges were reducing in line with expectations.  

The clerk had aired the recent decision by the trustees of OWL neighbourhood watch charity to 
cease operations.  This is due to lack of finances.  

MCC has been registered for the Local Places for Nature scheme.  A large planting kit of spring and 
summer plants should have been receivable by the end of April, but it was not now clear if this 
would happen or be delayed for anything up to an year due to the Covid 19. 

The clerk has attended meetings to ascertain how other local councils handled charity donations.  It 
was deduced that other councils conducted greater enquiries to ensure all charities were duly 
registered and constituted and the MCC clerk undertook to apply this standard even though 
donations are generally  given to local  registered charities at present.  

It was reported by the clerk that no progress had been made with respect to advancing the case for 
extending bus service provision further into the Minera Ward. Cllr D Kelly added that was due to the 
designated WCBC officer assigned to support Simon Baynes MP on this matter has been reassigned 
under the local authority response to the Coronavirus emergency.  

The chair summarised the status of MCC 's response to the Coronavirus, thanking as he did so the 
clerk and Cllr John Rosier (MCC Website manager) for their efforts to ensure all necessary 
information was circulated throughout the communities of Minera.  The website in particular had 
become a valuable source of information to all residents and the overall community response to 
date was outstanding.  

Posters had been put up in all the communities of Minera to advise how to contact MCC during the 
current emergency.  Support networks that had arisen around Facebook pages for 
Coedpoeth,Minera, Gwynfryn  and Bwlchgwyn should be reinforced and complemented. Coedpoeth 



CC was using it's building resources as a focal point for donations and food supplies and as a base to 
receive and despatch volunteers.  The clerk has established that these facilities will serve all local 
communities and all information is being repeatedly publicised through social media.  

Cllr Rosier confirmed that the MCC website had been redesigned to separate a page of up to date 
official advice from discussion and community interaction. This would hopefully assist residents to 
seek help.  

The clerk confirmed to the meeting that WCBC had closed parks and playgrounds.  The chair added 
that cable ties had been applied to deter access to play equipment and that North Wales Police 
would be checking to ensure the enforced conditions were being respected. Cllr D Kelly added that 
WCBC had closed Ty Mawr and Alyn Waters Country  Parks in response to the level of usage during 
the recent warm weather and the risk  that this could pose to the need for local distancing.  Minera 
Lead mines would not be closed , however it is anticipated there could be problems with parking in 
New Brighton village and on Minera mountain during the lambing season  with dog walkers.  

MCC  vice chair Cllr H Field  is to review Standing Orders and Policies and take them to the  AGM in 
May. It was suggested that they should include delegated powers to cover emergency periods such 
as the country was currently experiencing.  

The clerk explained that North Wales Police would no  longer provide a written report but that all 
pertinent details formerly contained in it could be obtained under the Police.co.uk link. 

In his report the chair advised Cllrs that he had spoken to a resident in relation to a overgrown 
hedge and the owner had very kindly agreed to resolve the issue. 

The playground plaque would shortly be ready for installation although there was no urgency.  

Sheep escaping onto the B5430 Old Road has become a habitual problem and is being investigated 
by the Police and Animal Welfare Officer.  There are concerns there is a serious danger to drivers 
passing through.  

Cllr D Kelly reported that WCBC was reducing it's service provision to the most essential elements 
and applying delegated powers in order to continue to function during the present crisis. New 
legislation is in train and being monitored on a daily basis to ensure the most efficient methods of 
working during unprecedented times. 

All WCBC  pay and display machines  in its car parks is suspended to avoid potential virus transfer 
from use of the keypads.  

Cllr D Austin  has replaced Cllr John Savin  as the MCC  representative of the board of Minera School  
Governors.  

A request for a donation from Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod will  be discussed at the 
next meeting when the situation will be clearer.  

The clerk has been encouraged to submit overtime claims recognising that the workload required to 
administer the activities of MCC was extraordinarily higher than normal at present and likely to 
remain so for the foreseeable future.  



No observations were made regarding Planning application  P/2020/0133 extension to existing 
garage at Newbridge Cottage, Pentr, Minera.  

All projects had almost been completed with the exception of the K6 Red Kiosk at New Brighton. 
This  being deferred due to Cllr J Savin's retirement.  

The MCC meeting was held via Telephone Conferencing and will continue until the current crisis is 
over. 

 


