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Commenting on the progress of the project to replace Minera Community Council’s 

streetlight inventory with new LED units, the Chair noted that some lights required 

intervention from Scottish Power, although Mega have been able to complete some work 

instead of Scottish Power, thereby reducing costs. Some evidence of missed maintenance was 

apparent. 

The clerk was asked to ensure that future public disclosures of allowances claimed by 

Councillors also noted the number of Councillors who had waived their rights to receive such 

monies. 

It was noted that Cae Haidd Lane had been tarmaced. An MCC Cllr was asked to monitor the 

culvert for signs of malfunction or flooding. 

Three members of Coedpoeth Befrienders gave a short presentation about the nature and 

management of their voluntary service within the local community, including the Minera 

ward. It was explained how the service interacts with medical practices, the hospice and the 

work of the Community Agent and Councillors were encouraged to consider referring any 

candidate for support from the Befrienders’ service via the local medical practice. 

PCSO Lydia Edwards joined the meeting and was welcomed by the Chair to her first meeting 

since being assigned to the area. 

PCSO Edwards outlined the immediate priorities within the Minera community, namely 

speeding (with respect to which any specific areas of concern from Councillors would be 

noted), Anti-social behaviour and dog fouling. Speeding on Hall Road, Minera was duly 

noted as a current concern, as was dog fouling in the playground and on the football pitch.  

A Cllr raised a concern that sheep worrying incidents may not all be getting recorded. The 

Clerk would follow this up with PCSO Edwards, including data from adjacent wards and 

present the data to a subsequent Council meeting. 

A discussion took place relating to the current status of a residential renovation project in 

New Brighton. Concern had been expressed both to the Clerk, Chair and to Cllr D Kelly (as 

WCBC Councillor for the ward) that the project posed an environmental threat, as well as 

blighting the neighbouring area with builders’ refuse. 

The Chair reminded the meeting that Minera Community Council could intervene only where 

footpaths, land stability or ground contamination were threatened, any remaining issues being 

the concern of residents. 

It was decided that the Clerk should therefore write an ‘advise and warn’ letter to WCBC, 

requesting a formal reply, to notify local concerns that works may be initiated which would 

potentially affect ground stability and possible historical contaminants therein, as well as 



impinging on established footpaths. The Chair also asked the Clerk to obtain from WCBC an 

up to date map of all footpaths in the Minera ward. 

The Chair advised the meeting that he was in conversation with WCBC street-scene to try 

and source suitable materials, preferably concrete end pieces, to enable repairs to benches. 

Following a brief discussion about the feasibility of improving a hard standing at the bottom 

of the Old Road to enable the siting of a Go-Safe van, the Clerk was asked to liaise with Go-

Safe to establish requirements and identify interested parties. 

Efforts to keep residents informed as the lighting project rolled out were proving a 

demanding job due to the progress of the work and some unexpected outages of new 

equipment. 

Bus timetables had been put on the notice-boards as a temporary measure. The Chair asked 

the Clerk to contact the bus company to get official timetables posted at the bus stops. 

The Chair also asked the Clerk to contact WCBC (Street-scene) to address overgrown trees 

on the path at the rear of Eversley Court as these were preventing access by anyone with 

restricted mobility. 

He advised that numerous complaints regarding lights were being dealt with. 

He informed Wales & West that there was a leak from Maes Awellon estate, Gwynfryn, leaking onto 

Ffordd Isaf which would create a problem during winter conditions.  

The chair received a complaint that ‘slurry’ was seeping from Pen y Palmant field onto properties on 

Shepherds Bush, Minera. Also it was entering the water course leading to Hall Rd. He contacted 

National Resources Wales. When he inspected the culvert opposite the school he found there was a 

large child’s car seat dumped there as well as a large ball blocking the drain which he removed. 

 ‘Quantum’ Traffic Management were contacted re signs left flat on the island near the bus shelter 

and traffic lights left up on Church Road even though work had finished days earlier.  

Cones were borrowed off Amberon for the remembrance day service due to local police not being 

able to attend. The chair and clerk inspected the problem with the flooded bus shelter and discussed 

options to resolve the problem. 

He reported on conversations with Snapfast re light outages. One light in Bryn Hyfryd was repaired 

but two others went out. It was found that the contractors had disturbed a neutral wire when 

checking the lights. 

Ffordd Uchaf, Gwynfryn was closed for three days without warning. It was found that Welsh Water 

had to do some emergency work. 

He informed D Green WCBC that road closure signs in Gwynfryn were incorrect. Start date for 

resurfacing was shown as December 30th not December 25th.  

Street-scene were advised that Ffordd Uchaf in Gwynfryn needed urgent attention.  



The chair investigated helicopter activity on Minera mountain. He spoke to Clwydian Range workers 

who were repairing Offa’s Dyke near the forest due to erosion.  Slate delivered near to Park Farm 

was being transported to the location by helicopter as vehicles would create a lot of damage. 

A complaint re a tree obstructing f/p No 7(STRYT) Near Penynant flats was passed on to Sion  

Roberts (WCBC Rights of Way). 

  

In his report Cllr D Kelly advised that a culvert close to Minera School had recently been dug 

out and a grid installed further up the road to help prevent silting up in future. 

Pothole works would begin in coming days from the garage in Coedpoeth, moving 

progressively up the main road towards Minera. 

Minera CC school chair of governors Cllr John Savin, advised that an Estyn inspection had 

been expected, but would be in the new year, although it could be as early as January. 

GWER had recently visited the school and scored it amber, which was considered harsh in 

the light of progress made in the last year.  

Evening classes were being considered, but were proving hard to staff due to variable 

numbers of pupils participating. The head teacher will be contacting parents in an effort to 

find ways of raising extra funds for the initiative. 

In correspondence a biodiversity report was required to be filed with the Welsh Government 

by 31 December. The Clerk had requested a postponement until 31 March, in line with 

Minera Community Council’s fiscal year, as permitted by the legislation. 

A request by powerforthepeople.org for a resolution to be passed in favour of parliamentary 

legislation to enable small energy schemes would be circulated to all Councillors. A view 

would then be taken at a future meeting as to whether a presentation to a Projects Meeting 

would be appropriate.  

A request from WCBC for forthcoming Community Council budgets to consider a funding 

contribution to local library services had been received. After a short discussion is was 

decided to make no such commitment at the current time.  

The Clerk gave a brief summary of the financial position, noting that two payments for the 

school crossing patrol had been made since the last meeting due to tardiness on the part of 

WCBC in invoicing the charge for the first quarter. 

The financial report was proposed for approval and seconded as was the schedule of 

payments for the month.  

The first draft budget for the forthcoming year was discussed and a number of amendments 

proposed. The Clerk would issue a revised draft in good time to be finalised and approved at 

the next Council meeting on 15 January 2020. The Clerk would also seek a short extension 



beyond the WCBC submission deadline of 10 January to enable due scrutiny to be applied 

within Minera Community Council’s meeting timetable. 

Planning application P/2019/0793 had been received since the last meeting, and had been 

circulated for comment to all Councillors. Concerns raised relating to parking and access had 

been submitted. No other planning correspondence had been received since the previous 

meeting. 

The Clerk advised the meeting that WCBC had confirmed that, as no valid petition to hold an 

election had been received within the stipulated time, Minera Community Council could now 

proceed to co-opt a Councillor to fill the casual vacancy. Guidelines had also been received 

for the procedure to be followed and the Clerk would accordingly publish the vacancy and 

application process in the required form on both notice-boards and website forthwith, so that 

any identified eligible candidates could be interviewed at the next Council meeting on 15 

January 2020. 

Playground works had commenced following a brief site visit by the contractor, attended by 

the Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk. Progress would be regularly monitored. 

The lighting project was proceeding and would need some co-ordinating input between Mega 

and Scottish Power.  

Cllr J Savin resolved to chase up the outstanding quotations relating to the refurbishment of 

the New Brighton kiosk. 

The Clerk advised the meeting that those Councillors who had provided the requisite 

statutory information would be added to the payroll and their allowances put through in order 

that sums could be paid by cheque at the next Council meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


